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Foreword from Robin
It’s been a productive 3 months for EAVI and the consortium with all aspects of
the program working to full capacity following previous restrictions related to
the COVID pandemic.
We are really excited that on 5 July, the EAVI2020 team at University of Oxford
started vaccinations of a novel HIV T cell based vaccine candidate as part of a
Phase I clinical trial in the UK. The trial’s commencement attracted news coverage
on The Telegraph and Evening Standard in the UK, with EAVI’s Prof Tomas Hanke
being interviewed for ITV UK national news. Our trials of novel B cell immunogens
are progressing well at Imperial College with consortium-wide engagement in the
immunological analysis. We are doing the groundwork to initiate additional trials
in the coming months. Congratulations to Nathifa Moyo and Luis Romero for being
awarded the New Investigators Awards for their abstracts at HIVR4P. We continue
to be very proud and celebrate the successes of our early career researchers,
whose work has been integral to EAVI. In this issue, we’re revisiting some of
our EAVI2020 Students in Focus to see what they are up to now and how their
training within the EAVI2020 program has enhanced their career development
and opportunities. We look forward to continuing to share our updates and news
with you as the project enters its final year.
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Oxford team begin
clinical trial of new T
cell-based HIV vaccine

Publications with
EAVI2020
Therapeutic vaccination with
IDLV-SIV-Gag results in durable
viremia control in chronically
SHIV-infected macaques.
Published May 2020 by npj Vaccines.
DOI: 10.1038/s41541-020-0186-5. By
authors Maria Blasi, Elisabeth Wescott,
Enrich J Baker, et al.

Immunofocusing and
enhancing autologous Tier2 HIV-1 neutralization by
displaying Env trimers on
two-component protein
nanoparticles.

The goal of the trial, known as HIV-CORE 0052, is to evaluate the safety,
tolerability, and immunogenicity of the HIVconsvX vaccine. The novel
mosaic vaccine works by targeting a broad range of HIV-1 variants,
making it potentially applicable for HIV strains in any geographical region.
While most HIV vaccine candidates work by inducing antibodies generated
by B-cells, HIVconsvX induces the immune system’s potent, pathogen
obliterating T cells, targeting them to highly conserved and therefore
vulnerable regions of HIV – an “Achilles heel” common to most HIV variants.
ITV News Health Editor Emily Morgan met trial leads Professor
Tomáš Hanke, lead scientist on the trial, and chief investigator Dr
Paola Cicconi trial to discuss the trial. Watch the full ITV news clip.
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Published Feb 2021 by npj Vaccines.
DOI: 10.1038/s41541-021-00285-9. By
authors Philip Brouwer, Aleksandar
Antanasijevic, Marlon de Gast, et al.

Structural Basis for Broad HIV1 Neutralization by a Novel
MPER-Specific Human Broadly
Neutralizing Antibody
Published Oct 2019 by Cell
Host & Microbe. DOI: 10.1016/j.
chom.2019.09.016. By authors Dora
Pinto, Craig Fenwick, Christophe
Caillat, et al.

Students in Focus revisited
We continue to be very proud and celebrate the successes of the early career researchers who took part in our
Continuing Education & Training in HIV vaccine development programme. Over the past year our EAVI2020 Students
in Focus series has shone a spotlight on the students to hear from them about their experience in the programme.
Here, we revisit some of our past Students in Focus to see where they are now and how their EAVI2020 experiences
have helped them along the way.

Athina Kilpelainen is now working as a postdoctoral researcher at the IrsiCaixa
AIDS Research Institute in Barcelona, Spain, with much of her work shifting to
focus on studying SARS-CoV-2 T-cell immunology in response to the pandemic.
‘[From EAVI2020] I have learned the value of networking and learning from others
in the field, both students and PIs alike. I plan to continue working in research,
learning, and hopefully contributing to the scientific community as much as I can.’

Philipp Mundsperger is finishing his PhD and continuing to work at Polymun
Scientific, Austria in the field of recombinant protein production. ‘Working with
such a great group [EAVI2020] shows once again that collaboration and team
spirit are inevitable tools to success. When I try to picture my future self, I’d like to
see someone still being curious about nature and being passionate about what
he does. But, on the short run, I’ll try to keep it simple and finish my PhD first!’

Narcis Saubi (VHIR) is starting a new project to see if human recombinant BCG
immunogenicity can be tested in non-human primates while exploring new options in
vaccine R&D. ‘Working at EAVI2020 consortium has strongly confirmed how important it is
to establish networks. To be part of a group where there are experts in so many different
fields, and with such amazing expertise, makes you feel under the scope… The [future]
plans are finding a place where to go to work with all the illusion every morning, where to
feel the excitement for the new results, and to come back home proud of what I’ve done.’

After completing his Ph.D., Yoann Aldon had the opportunity to start a postdoc
in Prof Rogier Sanders’ group in Amsterdam focussing on germline-targeting
vaccine strategies for HIV-1, while also responding to the pandemic ‘our
efforts have been steered away from HIV for a while… and a great amount of
work has been and still is being achieved as a scientific community to better
understand immune responses to SARS-CoV-2 and the virus’ evolution.”

Dominik Damm at University Hospital in Erlangen, Germany, hopes to complete his cumulative
PhD thesis at the end of 2021, and has recently submitted his second first-author paper. ‘In parallel,
I am preparing a fellowship application to go abroad as a postdoc. Since I would like to stay in the
field of HIV vaccine research, the EAVI2020 program helped me to build a network of collaboration
partners, mentors, and advisors, which may promote my prospect of getting a grant or fellowship.’
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EAVI2020 out and about (online)
New Investigator awards at HIVR4P
Congratulations to Nathifa Moyo and Luis Romero who were both awarded
the New Investigator award at HIVR4P for their abstracts. Both are former
students of EAVI2020’s Continuing Education & Training in HIV vaccine
development programme. These awards honour some of the finest
work by early career investigators in the field of HIV prevention research.
Luis Romero from IrsiCaixa, Spain was recognised for the abstract,
“Role of HLA-E antigen presentation on NK control of HIV infection”

Nathifa Moyo from University of Oxford,
United Kingdom was recognised for
the abstract, “Tetravalent immunogen
assembled from conserved regions
of HIV-1 and delivered as mRNA
demonstrates
potent
preclinical
T-cell immunogenicity and breadth”

EAVI2020 at Keystone Online
The Keystone eSymposia on HIV Vaccines took place online
in June, bringing together interdisciplinary investigators
leading the field of HIV vaccine design and evaluation. A
scientific organiser of the eSymposia, EAVI’s Prof Rogier
Sanders (AMC, The Netherlands) spoke on ‘Immunogen
Design for Broadly Neutralizing Antibody Induction’. Prof
Robin Shattock also spoke at the meeting, his talk ‘Accelerated
Experimental Medicine Trials for Iterative Vaccine Design’
is available to preview on the Keystone Symposia website.
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