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Successful third PhD course on
HIV immunology and vaccines (1)

Photo above: the third EAVI2020 PhD course
in Stockholm, 25 April 2017

23-26 April 2017
On 23-26 April 2017, EAVI2020 celebrated its Third PhD course on
HIV immunology and vaccines.
The course was organised by project partners Karolinska Institutet and
Fundació Clinic per a la Recerca Biomèdica and took place at Karolinska
Institutet, Stockholm.
Among participants there were 18 students, from 12 countries. The list of
participants included EAVI2020 and other EU-supported networks and
teachers from EAVI2020, Mabtech and three other EU networks (Vactrain,
Innovimmune, Epiical).
The course's program was organized to enhance the students' possibilities
to interact with one another, to interact with teachers from various corners
of the world and to take active parts in the course as chairs, discussants,
presenters and grant applicants.

EAVI2020 useful links
www.eavi2020.eu

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/eavi2020

LinkedIn
www.linkedin.com/company/eavi2020

Twitter
www.twitter.com/eavi2020

EAVI2020 Key facts
22 worldwide institutions
€23 million euro
5 years
EU Horizon2020 funding
Objective:
To develop novel candidate
vaccines that can be taken
through to human trials within
five years.

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No. 681137. The sole responsibility
for the content of this project lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union. The European Commission is not responsible for any use
that may be made of the information contained therein.
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The students were enthusiastic and motivated active participants, which
contributed to make a success of the course!
Students listened actively to front line keynote talks from speakers with vast
experience, such as on NK cell immunology related to HIV (Klas Kärre, John
Rhee), children's responses to HIV immunization and overall vaccination
importance (Paolo Palma, Narcis Saubi and Margaret Liu), skin immunology
(Béhazine Combadière) and HIV protein structure (Ehsan Suleiman, Winfried
Weissenhorn, Britta Wahren and Karin Lundin).

The course organisers

Diagnostic tools, antibody formation and large-scale imaging
New diagnostic tools were presented by Mabtech's Kopek Nihlmark and
Peter Janhmatz.

Ehsan Suleiman, Polymun

Paola Martinez and Gunilla Karlsson Hedestam presented up front science
on progress in antibody formation and therapy from the recent
Keystone meeting.

EAVI2020 at
upcoming events

Finally, a fascinating survey on how different animals can be investigated for
diagnosis by large-scale imaging was presented by Jorma Hinkula.

9th IAS Conference on HIV
Science (IAS 2017) 23-26 |July
2017, Paris, France.

"The course was a highly motivating experience"
Athina Kilpelainen and Narcis Saubi, who attended the course as students,
stated that “the course was a highly motivating experience. It was a great
way to interact and form contacts with fellow PhD students and researchers.
The lectures contributed to a greater understanding of current events in the
HIV vaccine field, as well as providing us with the tools to write grant
proposals in the future“.

Cent Gardes Conference | 6-8
October 2017, Paris, France.
EAVI2020 2nd Annual meeting,
7-8 November 2017, Barcelona,
Spain.
HIVR4P2018 | 22-25 October
2018, Madrid, Spain.

Links to events attended by EAVI2020
• Keystone Symposia on Molecular and Cellular Biology | 26-30 March 2017, Keystone, US;
• Plenary session in Spanish AIDS society (GESIDA)' s AIDS Research Network (RIS) annual meeting | 29-30
November 2016, San Sebastian, Spain.;
• Eighth EDCTP Forum | 6-9 Nov 2016, Lusaka, Zambia..
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Career options beyond the bench and after the PhD
Dr Joan Joseph, from project partner Fundació Clinic per a la Recerca
Biomèdica, presented three career options beyond the bench and after the
PhD:
The experience of Dr.Clara Campas, Strategy and Development Director at
Kern Pharma. She is involved in regulatory affairs, pharmaco-vigilance, clinical
investigation and business development issues.
Mrs Rosina Malagrida, head of the living lab for health at IRSICAIXA. She is
specialised in Responsible Research and Innovation, and in particular in
communication, multi-stakeholder engagement, participatory governance,
community based research and educational programmes and her interest
focuses on facilitating spaces for collaboration between health research and
society.

Presentations at the third PhD course

Dr Joan Joseph’s own professional experience after the PhD. From Barcelona,
he first moved to Colombia working with Dr Manuel Elkin Patarroyo. Later he
moved to New York and Boston working with Professor Barry B Bloom and he
also worked in humanitarian action in Liberia in 2016 in an Ebola project for
two months. The project aimed to recollect hiperimmune plasma from Ebola
survivors. He was involved in the start-up of the project, awareness and
outreach campaigns among Ebola-affected communities in the last outbreak,
laboratory validation, meetings with United Nations organizations,
international and local NGOs and Ministry of Health. Overall, this was a great
professional and humanitarian experience beyond the bench and after the
PhD.
Dr Joan Joseph

EAVI2020 would like to thank Joan Joseph and Britta Wahren, for their tight
collaboration and engagement in the EAVI2020 educational program.

EAVI2020 would like to thank Joan Joseph and Britta Wahren, for their tight collaboration and engagement in the
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