November 2017

EAVI2020's 2nd Year of Research!
Consortium member's 2nd Annual Meeting
On the 7th November 2017, EAVI2020 held its second annual meeting in Barcelona,
Spain. Over the course of the two days, representatives from the 22 partner
institutions presented their findings as part of the “accelerator” vaccine programme
from the past year, and provided insight in to the planned research for the year ahead.
School of Medicine, Barcelona, Spain

The meeting focused on discussions around the exciting new developments in relation
to the immunogen design and a range of stabilised native like trimers which are
currently under development. The first two of these (ConS and ConM) have been
manufactured to Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) and are being advanced for
the first EAVI2020 human trials. These clinical studies will commence in London, 2018.
The human studies will determine their potential for inducing protective antibodies. If
successful, these studies will pave the way to conducting larger trials to determine the
potency of the vaccine.
The meeting reviewed the wider pipeline of vaccine candidates that also include novel
immunogens focusing immune response against neutralising epitopes in gp41 and
conserved glycans. A wider range of vaccine platforms are being developed within the
programme, and promising pre-clinical data were presented on RNA, Integrase
defective Lentiviral, BCG and Adenoviral vectors. The first of two T cell based vaccines
based on HIVACAT "beneficial' T cell immunogen ("HTI") is also poised to enter clinical
testing in 2018.
To further present the projects progress to-date, two events were held in
conjunction with the annual meeting as part of the Consortium’s dissemination
strategy. The 4th PhD training course and the EAVI2020 Photo Exhibition
provided additional insight in to the work and findings to both students and the general
public.
EAVI2020 useful links www.eavi2020.eu

facebook
www.facebook.com/eavi2020

LinkedIn
www.linkedin.com/company/eavi2020

Twitter
www.twitter.com/eavi2020

Dr. Joseph Mallolas, Hospital Clínic, Barcelona

EAVI2020 Facts
22 worldwide institutions
€23 million euro
5 years
EU Horizon2020 funding
Objective:
To develop novel candidate
vaccines that can be taken
through to human trials within
five years.

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No. 681137. The sole responsibility
for the content of this project lies with the authors. It does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union. The European Commission is not responsible for any use
that may be made of the information contained therein.
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Photo Exhibition

4th PhD Training
Course

Outreach and Engagement - HIV Vaccine Photo Exhibition

The fourth PhD training course was held
on 6th November 2017, hosted by
School of Medicine, University of
Barcelona.
This
education
and
training program in HIV vaccine
design and development has been
established with the specific aim to
improve and disseminate advanced
research
skills developed within
EAVI2020.

A
provocative
and
thought
provoking photo exhibition was first
displayed as part of EAVI2020’s
public engagement and outreach
scheme in Bacanal Cafe, Barcelona
on the 7th November 2017.
The photos were created by the
EAVI2020 partners and leading HIV
researchers
from
public
organisations
and
biotech
companies from across Europe,
Australia, Canada and the USA.

Photo Exhibition Event, Hospital
Clínic, Barcelona

The well attended event saw interaction between the local community,
associated NGOs and the project partners, which aimed to encourage shared
learning and understanding of the on-going research for the HIV vaccine.
Following on from the evening’s success, the photo exhibition will be toured
throughout Europe. The first display taking place in Hospital Clinic, Barcelona,
Spain over a 3 month period.

Public Photo Exhibition Event, Bacanal Cafe, Barcelona, 7th November 2017

The course on HIV immunology and
vaccines mainly focused on novel HIV-1
envelope proteins to induce neutralizing
antibodies and anti-MPER HIV gp41
antibodies. The course targeted specific
HIV-1 T- cell immunity, construction of
live vaccine vehicles and animal models.
In addition, an important talk about the
tools for efficient scientific writing was
given.
There has been more than 25
participants attending the course.
Among the students, there were 20 PhD
students, 1 Master student, 2 laboratory
technicians and 4 post-docs.

4th PhD Training Course

The EAVI2020 consortium, which is led by Imperial College London, unites scientists from 22
institutions, pooling their knowledge and expertise to develop novel candidate vaccines that
can be taken through to human trials within five years. EAVI2020 is funded with an EU-grant
under the health program of Horizon 2020 for research and innovation.
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Looking to the year ahead...
Prof. Robin Shattock, who leads the consortium says “this is an exciting new
step in our program, it represents the first of several human studies to
identify the vaccine components needed to prevent HIV infection”.
EAVI2020 is planning additional trials to take place in Barcelona in 2018
designed to induce cells capable of killing or eliminating cells infected with
HIV. “We are also looking to develop vaccine approaches that can help
control or even eliminate the virus in infected individuals” says Shattock.
This approach is being developed by Prof. Christian Brander of the Irsicaixa
AIDS Research Institute who has, together with Consortium Partners in
Oxford, generated
novel immunogens and vaccine vectors with great
potential to induce broad and strong T cell responses against HIV. “We
believe that the induction of a broad T cell responses to the most vulnerable
targets of HIV will help keep the virus in check and prevent rapid outgrowth of
HIV in vaccinated individuals stopping anti-retroviral treatment”
says
Brander.

Upcoming Events
CAVD Meetings | 5-7
December
2017, Washington, USA.

Keystone Meeting | 28
January - 1 February
2018, Alberta, Canada.

HIVR4P2018 | 22-25
October
2018, Madrid, Spain.

EAVI2020 3rd Annual
Meeting,
Date & Venue TBC.

Sign-up to receive EAVI2020’s quarterly Newsletter and find out about the latest project
developments as they arise!

