November 2018

EAVI2020's 3rd Annual Meeting, Madrid, Spain
The 6th PhD Training
Course, Madrid, Spain

EAVI2020's third annual meeting took place from the 18th-19th October
2018 and was hosted by our project partner Instituto de Salud
Carlos III (ISCIII) in Madrid, Spain. The meeting was attended by over
80 members of the EAVI2020 Consortium, who had travelled from
across Europe and some as far as Australia. The me e ting provided the
perfect platform to share their work and progress as part of the
project and enable discussions for knowledge exchange.
We were fortunate to have in attendance our Project Officer, Alessandra
Martini from the European Commission, members from our Ethics
Committee and Scientific External Advisory Board, all of whom
provided constructive feedback to aid our project's development.
A since re thanks to Dr Pe pe
year's annual meeting.

Alcamí and his te am for hosting this

The continuing Education and Training
programme for the 'HIV vaccine design and
development' was established with the specific
aim of enhancing and disseminating advanced
research skills as part of EAVI2020's objectives.
The students have actively participated in various
training activities over the past year.
Whilst attending the project's third annual
meeting, 27 students from across Europe and
Australia were invited to submit an abstract and
poster to share the experimental work-inprogress with other students and investigators in
attendance. Some took part in the EAVI2020
Student Video Competition which was awarded
to Fundació Clinic per a la Recerca Biomèdica.
The meeting also provided an opportunity for
many students to present on their institutions
work-to-date.
Additionally, six PhD students participated in the
first wet workshop (October 15th-17th) at ISCIII in
Madrid. The course focused on techniques
to titrate and characterize neutralizing
antibody activity.
Five students have also benefitted from the
research exchange programme in 2018. They
learned about B and T-cell specific-HIV immunity
and HIV immunogens design.
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HIV4RP 2018 and the 'Human Centric Vaccine
Discovery' Satellite Session
Following this year's annual meeting, members of our Consortium
attended the HIV Research for Prevention (HIVR4P) conference, which took
place in Madrid. The prestigious event attracted international recognition from
leaders in the field of HIV and AIDS research.
We were given the opportunity to host a satellite session during the
conference. The session highlighted the need to place human discovery
phase clinical studies at the centre of HIV vaccine discovery and
development, emphasising its central role in discovery of novel
immunogens capable of eliciting protective responses in humans.
This has been previously hampered by the cost and lengthy timelines
associated with the manufacture of vaccine candidates, limiting the
capacity to iterate and refine vaccine design directed by human
immunogenicity.
Drawing
on
experience
from
EAVI2020 and
using examples taken from immunogen development, vaccine
manufacture and trial design, the session explored the state of readiness to
adopt a new paradigm, where discovery phase human trials become
central to vaccine design and discovery process, reducing
the risk of late-stage failure in large and costly efficacy trials. The
session ended with a round
table
discussion
exploring
how
effective cross-network collaboration
can
work
to
accelerate
a drive towards a human-centric approach to HIV-1 vaccine discovery.

EAVI2020 Photo Exhibition
‘The Development of an HIV Vaccine in Photos’
has so far been displayed in Barcelona and
Paris and continues to gain interest with our
target audiences and the general public.
HIVR4P offered the potential to raise
our project's profile further with the scientific
and HIV communities.
Our exhibition was well received and we will
continue
to
display
the
images
throughout Europe. As part of World AIDS
Day 2018, the exhibition will be displayed
in Imperial College London's main lobby.

Upcoming Events
13th Annual CAVD Meeting, Seattle,
Washington, USA, 4th-6th December
2018
EAVI2020 4th Annual Meeting, CEA,
Paris, France, TBC

The EAVI2020 consortium, which is led by Imperial College London, unites scientists from 23 institutions,
pooling their knowledge and expertise to develop novel candidate vaccines that can be taken through to
human trials within five years. EAVI2020 is funded with an EU-grant under the health program of Horizon
2020 for research and innovation.

